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Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.2in.Excerpt: . . . compound moving forces, which are no other than disguised
levers. It is necessary to figure in the mind the machines with their various effects and processes, in order to the
actual production of them. It is not this description of imagination that is called by the vulgar the enemy of
judgment. On the contrary, it can only act in union with profound judgment; it incessantly combines its
pictures, corrects its errors, and raises all its edifices according to calculation and upon a plan. There is an
astonishing imagination in practical mathematics; and Archimedes had at least as much imagination as
Homer. It is by this power that a poet creates his personages, appropriates to them characters and manners,
invents his fable, presents the exposition of it, constructs its complexity, and prepares its development; a labor,
all this, requiring judgment the most profound and the most delicately discriminative. A very high degree of art
is necessary in all these imaginative inventions, and even in romances. Those which are deficient in this quality
are neglected and despised by all minds of natural good taste. An invariably sound judgment pervades all the
fables of sop. They will never cease to be the delight of mankind. There is more imagination in the Fairy Tales;
but these fantastic imaginations, destitute of order and good sense, can never be in high esteem; they are read
childishly, and must be condemned by reason. The second part of active imagination is that of detail, and it is
this to which the world distinguishingly applies the term. It is this which constitutes the charm of conversation,
for it is constantly presenting to the mind what mankind...
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