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Osprey Publishing, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 1780960050 In March 1918 the Germans launched a
series of massive assaults in a bid to break the deadlock on the Western Front and win the war. By this time the
British armoured forces had seen extensive combat. The Germans, though, lagged behind in developing
armoured fighting vehicles; the March offensive saw the first deployment of the Germans' own design, the A7V.
Seeking to capture the important road hub of Amiens, on 24 April the Germans overran Villers-Bretonneux, but
were soon halted by Allied ground forces. As three British Mark IV tanks moved up to support a counterattack to
regain the town, three German A7Vs arrived on the scene, triggering history's first tank-versus-tank battle. With
two of the British Mark IVs being machine-gun-armed 'females', both were outgunned, and withdrew after the
lead A7V, No. 561 'Nixe', damaged them. The remaining 'male' Mark IV, ‘Al', equipped with two 6pdr cannons,

succeeded in disabling 'Nixe', and the remaining pair of German tanks withdrew. As the only operational tank
now on the battlefield, the Mark IV 'male' attracted German artillery fire; as it withdrew, seven British Whippet
light tanks engaged the German infantry, only to be attacked themselves by A7V No. 525 'Siegfried' and German
artillery. The German A7V and the British Mark IV were similar in weight, size, and speed, but differed
significantly in armour, armament and manoeuvrability. The A7V had thicker armour, and had nearly double
the horsepower per ton, but its engines were prone to overheating. The Mark IV's pair of side-mounted 6pdr
cannons forced the vehicle to present its side arc to an enemy in order to fire one of its main guns; even so, it
had difficulty penetrating the A7V's armour. Possessing twice as many machine guns as the Mark IV,...
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