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made by the Johnson Excelsior Company to this board, on the
suitability of ailanthus for excelsior follows: We have delayed
somewhat in making a report on the sample of ailanthus timber
you sent us from Madison, Indiana, owing to the fact that with
the repeated tests we made we were not satisfied, and are hardly
yet satisfied with the results from this timber. We find that the
timber does not work free and does not make a good quality of
excelsior, being more or less brittle and inclined to chip. This is
caused by the grain of the timber. Now we have often found in
making a test on small lots of timber such as you sent us, where
we were compelled to kiln dry, that the quick drying process
killed the life of the timber, hence the test did not prove
satisfactory, but...
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