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on the subject of modern poets and poetry the inverted commas
were in his voice. You young spring poets, said he, are too tender
by half; you re all white meat together. You may say that s no
reason why I should have my knife in you. Why didn t you say it?
A bad joke would be a positive treat from you precious young
fellows of to-day. And you give us bad lyrics instead, in limited
editions; that s the way it takes you now. Claude laughed; he was
absurdly good-humoured under hostile criticism, a quality of
which some of his literary friends were apt to take advantage.
On this occasion, however, his unconcern was partly due to
inattention. While listening to his old friend he was thinking still
of the Duke. I m sorry you would be a poet, Claude, the
magistrate continued. The price of poets has gone down since
my day. And you d have done so much better in the House-by
which, of course, I mean the House...
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